
March 5, 2010 
K-Business of the Day 

This Week’s Guests 
This week, Terry Stewart  brought his wife, Carol. 

This Week’s Program Summary 
Al Wearing  introduced Roberta Sladkey, Director 
of Olbrich Gardens. 
 
Olbrich Gardens are located on the east side of 
Madison, just off of Lake Monona. The gardens 
were a vision of Michael B. Olbrich, a lawyer living 
in Madison in the 1920s. Olbrich was concerned 
that the east side was being consumed by industry, 
and thusly, purchased land along the lake to 
provide a part for east-side residents.  
 
The Olbrich Gardens were not planted until 1952, 
though this initial design has changed greatly over 
the decades. Currently, the focus of Olbrich 
Gardens is on sustainable gardening. Garden staff 
use integrated pest management—the introduction 
of nature’s pest control species like ladybugs—and 
avoid pesticides. In addition, the garden includes 
lawn alternatives like meadows, prairies, and rain 
gardens to decrease the need for mowing and to 
keep run-off out of Lake Monona and nearby 
Starkweather Creek.  
 
Olbrich Gardens boasts one of the largest 
membership organizations in the region, with over 
7,000 members and over 250,000 visitors annually. 
As Al  noted, the gardens are a “great place to take 
your wives because admittance is free!” Upcoming 
events include: 
 

• Winter Concert Series: Sundays at 2:00PM, 
ending Sunday, March 28th 

• Spring Flower Show: March 6th-21st  
• Green Gardening Symposium: Saturday, 

March 13th, 8:30AM-4:00PM 

• Chocolate: The Bitter and the Sweet exhibit 
at Bolz Conservatory: 10:00AM-4:00PM 
daily (Note that the conservatory is closed 
for maintenance Monday, March 22nd-
Friday, April 2nd) 

 
For more event information, visit the garden’s 
website at www.olbrich.org. 

President Dave’s Announcements 
Dave reminded members that our club has a 
Facebook group, which features pictures from our 
club events (for example, the Challenger Little 
League, Badger Concessions). If you are already a 
member of Facebook, but not part of our Kiwanis 
group, simply enter “Kiwanis Club of Madison 
West” in the Search box at the top of the page. 
Then click “Request to Join.” If you are not yet a 
Facebook member, ask your favorite child or 
grandchild to help you join.   
 
The annual Skip-a-Meal program is scheduled for 
the last week of April. Sign up to donate the cost of 
a meeting meal to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund.  
 
Dave reminded members that we are not meeting 
on Friday, April 2nd due to Good Friday. Instead, 
members are encouraged to attend the 
Wednesday, March 31st meeting of East Kiwanis at 
Old Country Buffet on Parkside Drive.

Contributing Kiwanians 
 
PRESIDING    DAVE WENDRICKS 
OPENING WORD  KARYN SCHAIRER 
CHECKPOINT   BOB & MATTY 
KOG REPORTER  KATIE RUSCH 
MUSIC    BOOMER & DR. DAVE 
COLLECTION TO  MUSIC BANQUET ‐ 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 



Future K-Meetings 
DATE  PROGRAM  GREETER  OPENING WORD 

March 12 Keri Svoboda, Marketing 
Director  
Highlights of Ecumenical Housing 

TBD Fred Ross  

March 19 Tom Mooney, CEO American 
Red Cross  
Badger Chapter Update 

TBD Larry Thies  

March 26 ASA Skiers  
A Report from Durango 

TBD TBD 

Upcoming Activities and Events 
DATE  ACTIVITY  TIME  LOCATION 

March 10 Hockey Banquet  6:30PM La Follette HS 

March 16 Foundation Board Meeting  7:00PM Kiesling Associates 

April 7 Club Board Meeting  7:30AM Vitense Golfland 

April 21 Music Banquet  TBA Edgewood HS 

August 14 Paint -a-thon  TBA TBA 

Member Announcements 

Hockey Banquet 
John Schwab  reported that he still needs about ten 
volunteers to assist with set-up and takedown for the 
annual Hockey Banquet, recognizing members of the 
All-City Hockey Team. The event is next Wednesday, 
March 10th at La Follette High School. If you can 
assist with set-up, John  asked that you arrive at 
4:30PM. The meal begins at 6:30PM. Volunteers are 
asked to wear your blue Kiwanis shirts. 

ASA Skiers 
Fred Ross reported that one of our skiers, Adam 
Groener, proposed to his girlfriend while in Durango 
and early reports show that she accepted his offer! If 
you’d like to welcome back Adam, his fiancée, and 
the other four skiers, stop by Dane County Regional 
Airport shortly before 6:00PM on Saturday, March 6th.  

A Report From Edgewood Circle K 
Cody Schara, president of the Edgewood Circle K 
club, announced that the club now has over 40 
members, making it the third largest Circle K club in 
the Wisconsin-Upper Michigan district! Many of 
Edgewood’s members attended the annual Circle K 
District Convention to elect district officers, to meet 
other Circle K members, and to learn more about 
their responsibilities as Circle K members and 
officers. Though it was Edgewood’s first district 
convention, they were awarded the coveted Spirit 
Award. In addition, Cody was honored with the 
Robert S. Wilson scholarship. Congratulations! 
 
Cody invited our members to join Edgewood Circle K 
on Monday, March 15th for Project Linus—a 
nationwide project to create handmade blankets for 
seriously ill or traumatized children. The project 
begins at 6:00PM in the Washburn Heritage Room of 
Regina Hall.  

Kiwanogram Going Paperless 
As a reminder, the Kiwanogram will no longer be 
printed and mailed beginning April 1st. Members 
without e-mail addresses on record (that is, Doyle 
Beyl , Gerry Maruska , Matty Mathison , John 
Roberts , Ernie Rothe , and Marv Schaeffer ) can 
pick up a printed copy of the Kiwanogram at the 
following week’s meeting. Non-members without e-
mail addresses on record are encouraged to call their 
favorite Westie to arrange pick-up. As always, feel 
free to contact Katie Rusch  at (608) 469-4603 or 
katherine.k.rusch@gmail.com with questions, 
concerns, or e-mail address additions. 

International President Visits WI‐UM 
Dave Wendricks  announced that Kiwanis 
International President, Paul Palazzolo, is scheduled 
to visit the Wisconsin-Upper Michigan district as part 
of his Club Excellence Summits. He will be in our 
area on Sunday, March 21st, leading workshops at 
the Olympia Resort in Oconomowoc. The workshops 
run from 12:30PM to 4:00PM. The cost to attend is 
$15.00 per person, which the club will cover if you 
register by Wednesday, March 10th. Contact Dave if 
you’re interested in attending. 

Foundation Events 
Dave Dickson  announced that the Foundation 
Auction is scheduled for Sunday, May 2nd at the West 
Side Club. Dave is looking for members to put up 
items up for auction. 
 
In addition, the Foundation is hosting the annual 
John Watts Golf Outing on Friday, May 28th at the 
Lake Wisconsin Country Club near Prairie du Sac. 
After hitting the links, participants are invited to Camp 
Wawbeek for hotdogs and general frivolity. 
 
 


